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ir Attack on M issile Sites 
Was Seriously Weighed 


ν΄ By MAX FRANKEL - \ 
Spectal to The New York Times ; 
WASHINGTON, Oct. 29—President Kennedy and his ad- 
ivisers gave long end serious tho.zht to ordering e surprise 
air attack on Soviet missile bases in Cuba before deciding 
Me a limited blockade could; ———-~-—~—-——"—— 


achieve their objectives. - 

| Administration officials, look-. 
ing back today on the fateful, 
choice, recalled that the final: 
decision was made for moral as! 
well as tactical reasons, Grave, 
questions were raised in the: 
President’s inner circle about | 
the dlot that an assault on Cuba’ 
‘would place on the United, 
‘States record and the repercus- 
|sions it would have around the 


world | DEPARTMENT OF STATE, A/CDC/MB 


The discovery of Soviet mis-| 


‘sile installations two weeks ago 
led to the immediate study of by 
various responses — from doing ( ) RE] "tASE 


nothing to protests to the United ( ) EMCISh 


d Organization of! -ν ins 
Nations and the Org i ( —- ( ) Won-responsive info. 


American States, blockade, sur- 
‘prise air strike and invasion. 
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Inaction was quickly rejected 
iliati ( ) DOWNGRADE TS to( )Sor( )C, OAD 


as intolerable and humiliating. | 
Invasion was soon recognized’ 
las an excessive response — the: 
4mmediate objective was elimi-! 
mation of Soviet bases, not of: 
the Castro Government. 

Protests for action by inter-! 
mational organizations, the. 
President and his staff agreed, 
would be ineffective. So the 
choice narrowed to blockade or 
air attack. 

Before the 10 or 12 men make! 


" ing the decision was ani esti-' 


mate that the mobile medium-| 
range missile sites: were ap, 
pearing almost daily, with some} 
assumed to be already opera-' 
Ὁ]. The ‘first Of the longer- 
re intermediate missile al 
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fe, would ‘have involved killing 
mame some of the Russian officers and 


Continued From Page 1, Col. δ 


edmpleted? ΝΒ 1¢ the 4 
ndeNov. a5 nee third dec. ὦ. 9 


The .propofaleto for$b tk! $ 
taMat¢ons erated 


ΠΝ ΟΝ technicians who coiitrolled the! 
neers bases. This, in turn, would have 


‘APPOINTED BY PRESIDENT: Under Secretary of 
State George W. Ball, left, and Roswell L. Gilpatric, 
Deputy Secretary of Defense. They were named to com- 


‘mittee coordinating the handling of the Cuban sttustion. 
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meena creatly raised the chances of 
ΣΕ Violent Soviet counter-action, 
ΠΝ πον believed. 


What {is more, the planners 


g here developed what they came: 
m to call the “bounce-back” theory 
cea: This assumed 3 surprise Soviet 
attack in Berlin or against some 


other allied base in a sirategi- ~ 
cally weak position and an im-jhad decided to fire on the re- 
mediate clamor around the|connaissance planes brought the 
military action. . os . 
In such a situation, the feel-|/_ A U-2 of the Strategic Air 
ing was‘that the United States|Command waz missed 
would have been faced with al/@and presumed lost over Cuba. 
Achoice of all-out nuclear war or| Another reco 66 aircraft 
flan immediate truce that would/drew Cuban anti-aircraft fire. 
dhave left the bases in CubajOn the chance that Premier 
jdamaged but not removed. mastro ba toning y oeranged 
. Mr, y arran 
Ethical Factor Dominant to leave time for the Russians 
But overriding these con-ito call a halt on these attacks. 
tcerns, officials report, was the Air Surveillance Kept Up 
tgeneral feeling that 2 surprise} There was no intention here 
.attaok would be contrary to thelof ending the surveillance. In 
‘country’s tradition, history and fact, to obtain clear close-up 
aspiration, that it would be a:photographs of the Soviet sites 
response not commensurate|for diplomatic and propaganda 
with the provocation and thatipurposes, American nlanes flew 
it would permanently damagejover the installations repeated- 
the President’s ability to pro-ily and at extremely low alti- 
‘mote responsible conduct in in-|tudes. 
ternational relations. Fearing an “escalation” of 
As the President's speech ajthe situation, the Defense De- 
.2g0 made plain, he de-|partment warned that the re- 
to retain his freedom oficonnaissance planes would be 
acison throughout tue power/protected. Halso used the oc- 
confrcntation with the Soviet/casion to announce the call-up 
Union and, as last week's events|of more than 1¢,000 air reserv- 
demonstrated, he used thelists. —_ 
threat of further action effec-}; Had the firing continued, the 
tively. intention was to strike back at. 
But the cosisensue among his the anti-aircraft emplacements, 
Most trusted associates was|‘hough no! τ᾿ jhe long-range 
that the selective blockade, vig-/MissileS «+ ° scust of the anti- 
orous diplomatic activity and anjaircraft weapons were in Cuban 
impressive military build-upifands, although Cubans are 
would force the Russians back.(°My beginning to learn from 
Although the combination of/Russian crews the operation of 
these moves spread the impres-/>472 batteries, a Nixe-like anti- 
sion toward the end οἱ last week(#/reraft missile that is the most] 
that an air strike or invasion|@laborate defensive weapon on. 
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